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AGENDA ~ SUMMARY 

Fort Smith Board of Directors 
REGULAR MEETING 
June 20, 2023 ~ 6:00 p.m. 

Blue Lion 
101 North 2nd Street 
Fort Smith, Arkansas 

 
THIS MEETING IS BEING TELECAST LIVE ON THE  

CITY OF FORT SMITH GOVERNMENT ACCESS CHANNEL (COX CHANNEL 214) 
AND ONLINE AT THE FOLLOWING LINK: 

https://video.ibm.com/channel/city-of-fort-smith-board-of-directors-meetings  
 
 
INVOCATION & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
Invocation given by Director Lavon Morton 
Pledge of Allegiance led by Director Christina Catsavis 
 
ROLL CALL  
 All physically present 
 Mayor George McGill presiding 
 
PRESENTATION BY MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF ANY ITEMS 
OF BUSINESS NOT ALREADY ON THE AGENDA FOR THIS MEETING  
Information available by viewing rebroadcast of the meeting on the City Access Channel 
(Cox Channel 214), the City website, or http://www.ustream.tv/channel/XqbsvFPFApS 
 
APPROVE MINUTES OF JUNE 13, 2023 REGULAR MEETING  
APPROVED as written 
 
PRESENTATION 
Recognize the heroic, life-saving efforts of City of Fort Smith Solid Waste Services 
employees (Alex Barron, Sanford "Sam" Nelson, Dusty Grubbs, and Sostane Brewer) 
Recognized by Director of Solid Waste Services Nicole Riley, and each were presented 
with Life-Saving Awards by Police Chief Danny Baker and Assistant Fire Chief Darrell 
Clark 

MAYOR   BOARD OF DIRECTORS  
 

George B McGill  Ward 1 - Jarred Rego 
 

CITY ADMINISTRATOR 
 Ward 2 - Andre' Good 

 

 Ward 3 - Lavon Morton 
 

Carl E Geffken  Ward 4 - George Catsavis 
 

CITY CLERK  
 At-Large Position 5 - Christina Catsavis 

 

 At-Large Position 6 - Kevin Settle 
 

Sherri Gard  At-Large Position 7 - Neal Martin 
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ITEMS OF BUSINESS 
 
1. Ordinance rezoning identified property and amending the zoning maps 

(Residential Multi- Family High Density (RM-4) to Planned Zoning District (PZD) at 
605 and 615 North 19th Street) (Planning & Zoning) 
APPROVED 7 in favor, 0 opposed as revised to correct the address of 619 North 
19th Street stated within the ordinance to 615 North 19th Street / Ordinance No. 51-
23 
 

2. Ordinance rezoning identified property and amending the zoning map (Planned 
Zoning District (PZD) to a Planned Zoning District (PZD) at 1208 Princeton Drive) 
(Planning & Zoning) 
APPROVED 7 in favor, 0 opposed / Ordinance No. 52-23 
 

3. Ordinance amending the Master Land Use Plan map and rezoning identified 
property and amending the zoning map (Master Land Use Plan: General 
Commercial to Office Research and Light Industrial / Rezoning: Commercial Heavy 
(C-5) to Industrial Light (I-1) at 3706 Towson Avenue) (Planning & Zoning) 
APPROVED 7 in favor, 0 opposed / Ordinance No. 53-23 
 

4. Ordinance amending Section 12-32 of the Fort Smith Municipal Code establishing 
base rate charges for ambulance services within the City of Fort Smith (City 
Administrator) 
APPROVED 7 in favor, 0 opposed / Ordinance No. 54-23 
 

5. Ordinance approving The Rock, Inc. to file an application with the Alcohol 
Beverage Control Division to obtain a private club and retail beer licenses to sell 
liquor, wine and beer; and repealing Ordinance No. 50-23 (Finance) 
APPROVED 6 in favor, 0 opposed, 1 abstention (C.Catsavis) / Ordinance No. 55-
23 
 

6. Resolution authorizing submission of a proposal for grant application to the U.S. 
Department of Defense for funding through the Office of Local Defense Community 
Cooperation for the purposes of the Defense Community Infrastructure Program 
(Mayor) 
APPROVED 7 in favor, 0 opposed / Resolution No. R-115-23 
 

7. Consent Agenda 
 

7A.  Resolution authorizing the Mayor to accept the proposal for engineering 
design services from Mickle Griffin, LLC for Chaffee Crossing Trail System 
Segment Three ($498,700.00 / Budgeted / Parks & Recreation - 1/8% Sales 
and Use Tax) (Parks & Recreation)  ♦ 

 TABLED pending study session discussion 5 in favor (Good, Morton, G. 
Catsavis, Settle, Martin), 2 opposed (Rego, C.Catsavis) 
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7B.    Resolution authorizing the Mayor to make application to the Arkansas 
Department of Parks, Heritage and Tourism for grant funding assistance for 
outdoor pavilion at North 2nd Street - Garrison Avenue parking lot (Parks & 
Recreation)  ♦ 

 APPROVED 7 in favor, 0 opposed / Resolution No. R-116-23 
 
8. Items regarding the Internal Auditor's audit of the Fort Smith Animal Haven service 

agreement ~ Rego/Good/Morton/C.Catsavis/Settle placed on agenda at the June 
13, 2023 regular meeting ~ (City Administrator) 

 
8A. Resolution accepting and authorizing release of the Internal Auditor's 2023 

audit report related to the Fort Smith Animal Haven Shelter agreement (City 
Administrator) 

 
8B.   Resolution rejecting the Internal Auditor's 2023 audit report related to the 

Fort   Smith Animal Haven Shelter agreement (City Administrator) 
 
8C.   Resolution extending the required date of publication of the 2023 audit 

report related to the Fort Smith Animal Haven Shelter agreement (City 
Administrator) 

 
MOTION ONLY:   Release the Fort Smith Animal Haven audit with the responses 
submitted by Fort Smith Animal Haven by 5:00 p.m., Friday, June 23, 2023 / 6 in 
favor, 1 opposed (C. Catsavis)  
 

 
OFFICIALS FORUM - presentation of information requiring no official action 
 Mayor 
 Directors 
 City Administrator  
Information available by viewing rebroadcast of the meeting on the City Access Channel 
(Cox Channel 214), the City website, or http://www.ustream.tv/channel/XqbsvFPFApS  

 
  
EXECUTIVE SESSION   (approximately 7:47 p.m.) 
 
 Appointment:  AIRPORT COMMISSION (1) 

   Robert “Bob” P. Cooper, Jr. 
   Term expires June 30, 2028 
 

 Appointment:  ARKANSAS FAIR & EXHIBITION FACILITIES BOARD (2)  
   Andrew Hudgens 
   Term expires March 7, 2028 
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 Appointment:  COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT ADVISORY BOARD (4) 
   Christi (Mishelle) Davis 
   Christopher Smith 
   Carolyn Mosely ~ to fill the unexpired term of George Willis who resigned ~ 
   Heather O’Hara ~ to fill the unexpired term of Mary Moore who resigned ~ 

   Terms expire June 30, 2026 
 
 

 Appointment:  FORT SMITH MUNICIPAL EMPLOYEES BENEVOLENT  
   FUND BOARD OF ADVISORS (3) 

    CITIZEN REPRESENTATIVE 
    Mary Moore (reappointment) 
    Term expires June 30, 2026 
 
    EMPLOYEE REPRESENTATIVE 
    Patrick Geels (reappointment) 
    Term expires June 30, 2026 
 
 
ADJOURN 
8:15 p.m. 
 
 
























