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The applicant has filed with the Planning Department a written application pursuant to Section 27-337 of
the City of Fort Smith's Unified Development Ordinance to secure a variance from the literal provisions
of the zoning chapter as follows:

Office Use Only-L.ist the Specific Variance Requested and Applicant Stated Hardship

- Front Yard Setback or Minimum Distance from Right-of-Way

- Exterior Side Yard Setback

- Interior Side Yard Setback

- Rear Yard Setback

- Maximum Height of Structure

- Minimum Distance between Structures on the Same Lot

- Minimum Lot Area (Square Feet)

- Minimum Lot Frontage

- Maximum Size of a Sign

- Other:
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VARIANCE INFORMATION FORM

The following paragraph (Section 27-337-2) of the Fort Smith Unified Development Ordinance defines the
criteria for granting a variance:

The Board of Zoning Adjustment shall hear requests for variances from the literal provision of the
zoning chapter in instances where strict enforcement of the zoning chapter would cause undue
hardship due to circumstances unique to the individual property under consideration, and shall grant
such variances only when it is demonstrated that such action will be in keeping with the spirit and
intent of the provisions of the zoning chapter. The Board of Zoning Adjustment shall not permit, as
a variance, any use in a zone that is not permitted under the chapter. The Board of Zoning
Adjustment may impose conditions in the granting of a variance to insure compliance and to protect
adjacent property.

1. To aid the Board of Zoning Adjustment in arriving at a decision on your application, please note the
lot information requested and check the appropriate answer to each of the questions that follow.

Yes No

Is this variance needed because of previous actions taken by yourself?

Is this variance needed because of previous actions taken by a prior owner?

A zoning hardship is present only when a property has no reasonable

use without a variance. Do you have use of your property without a
variance?

Is the lot of an odd or unusual shape?

Does the lot have “radical” topography (steep, unbuildable slopes -
streams or bodies of water - unstable or eroded area)?

Does the lot contain required easements other than those that might
be located on its perimeter?

Is any part of the lot in a flood plain or flood way?

Is the lot smaller than minimum lot area or minimum frontage for its
zoning classification?

Is the lot developed with structures in violation of current zoning
requirements?




PLANNING DEPARTMENT

VARIANCE Supplemental

Questionnaire

Does the lot front any street classified as an arterial or collector on
the Master Street Plan?

1. Is the variance needed due to the unique circumstances of the property (such as lot area, lot width, setbacks,
yard requirements, or building height) If yes, please explain.

2. Describe how the strict enforcement of the zoning code causes an undue hardship for your project:

3. List any special circumstances/conditions which exist that have not been created by the
owner/applicant and do not apply to other properties in your area:
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