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AGENDA 
Fort Smith Board of Directors 

Study Session  
August 13, 2013 ~ 12:00 Noon 

Fort Smith Public Library Community Room 
3201 Rogers Avenue 

 
 

1. Discuss proposed changes to the residential parking ordinances  
 

2. Discussion regarding residential sanitation service (container location)  
~Weber/Lorenz placed on agenda at the July 9, 2013 regular meeting ~  

 
3. Review preliminary agenda for the August 20, 2013 regular meeting   
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MEMORANDUM 
 

August 9, 2013 

 

To: Ray Gosack, City Administrator 

 

From:  T. Baridi Nkokheli, Director   

 

Subject: Residential Storage of Automated Carts      

  
 

At the July 9, 2013 regular meeting, Directors Weber and Lorenz requested a discussion relating 

to the storage of city-issued automated carts by residential customers out of view from the street 

between collections.  City of Fort Smith Ordinance 83-12, which was adopted by the voters last 

fall, requires residents to utilize containers provided by the city for collection of their municipal 

solid waste.   

 

Currently, the municipal code concerning solid waste storage areas requires owners, occupants, 

lessees, or tenants to maintain such areas in a “clean, unlittered condition” and to ensure that all 

solid waste is contained.  It also specifies where and when the containers should be placed out 

for collection and when they should be removed from the street right-of-way following 

collection.  Aside from the requirement to remove the container from the right-of-way, nowhere 

in the current code of ordinances are there any other references regarding the storage or 

screening of residential solid waste containers out of view from the street. 

 

All residents receive automated refuse collection, and for the most part, they don’t want to see 

containers on non-collection days sitting curbside.  The Department of Sanitation works to 

inform residents of city ordinances pertaining to the set out and removal of containers from the 

street right-of-way by placing reminder tags on those containers in violation.  However, there are 

still containers left unattended at the curb well after collection.  Some residents are concerned 

that, like tall grass and peeling paint, containers not removed from the curbside and/or sloppily 

stored carts are an eyesore that hints at neglect and may negatively affect their property value. 

Additionally, some residents place yard waste and bulk items curbside before the day of 

collection, which further add to neighborhood appearance issues.   

 

Department of Sanitation staff has been tasked to suggest ways an ordinance could be 

constructed that would require that containers (and possibly other solid waste items) be stored 

and/or hidden from view from anyone on a street, sidewalk, or other public right-of-way.  

Requiring containers to be hidden from view can be challenging for residents who have single-

car garages, small yards, no storage space and/or live in multiplexes.  If a resident has a single-

car garage and stores a car, lawn mower, bike or rents adds to the challenge.  An ordinance could 

be established to require that carts and other solid waste items be stored at the rear or side of the 
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property, backyard, or garage between days of collection. Requiring residents to build a 

screening wall or fence to conceal containers and other solid waste from public view may also 

add to the aesthetic value of neighborhoods.    

 

The Department of Sanitation has looked to other cities for examples ordinances that contain 

screening provisions or require that solid waste containers be stored out of view on a city-wide 

basis, but to date we are not aware of any cities that have such an ordinance.   Such an ordinance 

could certainly be created, but it would certainly create significant enforcement issues and, 

presumably, strong public feedback. 

 

Please contact me should you have any questions or would like additional information regarding 

this request. 
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