Occupant Protection

In 2011, 49 States and the District of Columbia had seat belt use laws in effect. Use rates vary widely from State to State, reflecting factors such as differences in public attitudes, enforcement practices, legal provisions, and public information and education programs. 

From 1975 through 2011, NHTSA estimates that seat belts saved the lives of 292,471 passenger vehicle occupants age 5 and older, including 11,949 lives saved in 2011. If all passenger vehicle occupants age 5 and older wore seat belts, an estimated 15,333 lives (that is, an additional 3,384) would have been saved in 2011. 

In 2011, it is estimated that 263 children under age 5 were saved as a result of child restraint use, which includes child safety seats and seat belts. Among children, an estimated 9,874 lives were saved by restraints from 1975 through 2011. 

In 2011, 29 percent of passenger car occupants and 33 percent of light-truck occupants involved in fatal crashes were unrestrained. 

In fatal crashes, 77 percent of passenger vehicle occupants who were totally ejected from vehicles were killed. Seat belts are effective in preventing total ejections: only 1 percent of the occupants reported to have been using restraints were totally ejected, compared with 31 percent of the unrestrained occupants. 

This table shows belt use for passenger vehicle occupants in fatal crashes for 2011 compared to belt use in 2002. 

Restraint Use Rates for Passenger Vehicle Occupants in Fatal Crashes, 2002 and 2011 
	Type of Occupant 
	                   Restraint Use Rate (Percent) 

	
	                  2002 
	                                                                            2011 

	Drivers 
	        62 
	70 

	All Passengers 
	        56 
	66 

	Front Seat 
	        62 
	72 

	Rear Seat 
	        53 
	64 

	4 Years Old and Younger 
	        78 
	87 

	5 Years Old and Older 
	        54 
	64 

	All Occupants 
	        60 
	69 


NHTSA estimates that 11,949 lives were saved in 2011 by the use of seat belts.

Seatbelts save lives…and the Fort Smith Police Department wants you to have a very happy and safe Memorial Day holiday.  Remember to buckle up….every trip….every time!

“CLICK IT OR TICKET”

